psychosis is one in which the childhood relationships contain security, and that 'the armor of the psyche begins to wear a bit thin in the epoch of the climax'. Treatment covers the whole range from psychotherapy to physical methods but while space is allocated repeatedly to such irrelevancies as the eradication of foci of infection there is no mention of the surgery of the temporal lobe. For readers in this country there is the added difficulty of an unfamiliar classification adopted by the American Psychiatric Association in 1952. The value of this book, which lies in the clinical experience of its authors, is largely dissipated in the uncritical, loose and discursive text. London: HKLewis This book contains the papers presented at the Second Interscience Conference, organized by the American Society for Microbiology at the end of last year. It is divided into sections with the headings of Infectious Diseases; Chemistry of Antibiotics; Synthetic Antimicrobials; Clinical Evaluation; New Antibiotics; Antibiotics -General; Cephalosporins; Cancer Chemotherapy; Antibiotics -In Vitro Activity and International Integration of Antibiotic Sensitivity Tests. The Society is to be congratulated on producing this bulky volume so speedily.
R A SHOOTER
A Manual ofDiabetes for the House Officer by William T Nunes ppxii+108 $5 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1963 This small volume sets out to provide the newly qualifieddoctor with simple advice on the management of diabetic patients. Diabetics are classified into stable, unstable and obese and the principles underlying the treatment of each group are discussed. The different types of insulin are well described and clear guidance is given on how to achieve a smooth control of the blood sugar throughout the day. An excellent account is given of the oral hypoglycaemic agents and their limitations are clearly defined.
The value of this book lies in the many useful 'rules of thumb' aids to treatment that it contains.
But unfortunately the diabetic emergencies are poorly dealt with. In hypoglycemia the use of glucagon is not mentioned, whilst in diabetic keto-acidosis and coma, the author's concern for impartiality results in several different schemata of treatment being described, and the reader is left with no very clear idea of exactly what to do. Moreover, many clinicians will disagree with the suggested use of long-acting insulins during pregnancy and in patients undergoing elective major surgery; restabilization on soluble insulin is usually recommended under these conditions. Finally, the author has restricted his consideration of diabetes almost entirely to the disorder of carbohydrate metabolism and dismisses the increasingly important vascular, renal, ocular and neurological complications with little more than passing mention. The study has been made not through personal acquaintance but through books, journals and correspondence. Its purpose is expressed thus: 'It is more than likely that the medical professions of North America willin the not too distant futurefind themselves in the front line of the ideologic battle between the planned and the free societies. We would consider our purpose well served if we could feel that our efforts had strengthened the conviction, the resolve and the dedication of the free'.
The survey of the history and the present state of the health services in the seven countries contains much useful factual information but the authors' bias is shown by their ready purveyance of criticisms, which may indeed be justified, and their lack of appreciation of advantages. This detracts sadly from the value of the book.
As so often with this publisher, one is surprised at the high price, £3 This well-known book, which has run through nine editions in eleven years, does not require recommendation from any reviewer. In the preface to the present edition the author raises the question whether it is still justifiable for one author to write a book of this kind. In the reviewer's opinion the answer is that Professor Hegglin, a physician and cardiologist of international repute, is one of the very few qualified to
